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TAGS: AS, PFOR, PINT, IS, XF 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED VISIT OF PLO DELEGATION TO AUSTRALIA 

REF: CANBERRA 00590 

1. SUMMARY: PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM ANNOUNCED ON JAN 29 
THAT THE AUSTRALIAN CABINET HAD DECIDED NOT TO ISSUE VISAS 
TO A FIVE-MAN PLO DELEGATION WHICH PROPOSED TO MAKE A 
PRIVATE VISIT TO AUSTRALIA IN LATE FEBRUARY. EARLIER ALL 
SIX STATE PERMIERS OPPOSED THE VISIT. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN ANNOUNCING THE CABINET DECISION, PRIME MINISTER WHIT- 
LAM SAID: QTE. "A VISIT AT THIS TIME WOULD EXACERBATE DIVISIONS 
WITHIN THE AUSTRALIAN COMMUNITY." END QTE. HE ALSO CRITICIZED 
THE CONDUCT OF ACTU AND ALP FEDERAL PRESIDENT, BOB HAWKE. 

AND ALP FEDERAL EXECUTIVE MEMBER, WILLIAM HARTLEY ON ISSUE 
OF PLO INVITATION. QTE. " MR. HAWKE AND MR. HARTLEY HAVE BEEN 
AS RESPONSIBLE AS ANYONE IN AUSTRALIA FOR EXACERBATING DI- 
VISIONS. THEY HAVE BEEN FAR TOO OUTSPOKEN AS INDIVIDUALS 

ON THIS MATTER." END QTE. HAWKE, WHO IS STRONGLY PRO-ISRAELI 
OPPOSED THE PROPOSED VISIT WHEREAS HARTELY, AN ALP LEFT WINGER, 
ORGANIZED IT. 
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3. WHEN ASKED IF VISAS MIGHT BE ISSUED TO A SIMILAR 
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DELEGATION IN THE FUTURE, WHITLAM REPLIED, QTE. "I WOULD 
HOPE NATURALLY THAT IN AUSTRALIA AND IN ALL OTHER COUN- 
TIRES TOO, THE EXPRESSION OF CONTROVERSIAL VIEWS PUBLICLY 
WILL NOT CAUSE DIVISIONS IN THE COMMUNITY. PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
COMMITTED NO CRIME - AND ARE NOT PLANNING ONE - CAN ENTER 
ANY COUNTRY THEY MAY WISH." END QTE. 

4. CLYDE HOLDING, ALP LEADER IN THE VICTORIAN PARLIAMENT, 

TOLD EMBOFF JAN. 28 THAT BOTH PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM AND 
FOREIGN MINISTER WILLESEE OPPOSED THE VISIT AT THIS TIME 
AND THAT BOTH WISHED THAT THE ISSUE WOULD GO AWAY. HOLDING 
ALSO SAID THAT THIS CONTROVERSY COULD SERIOUSLY DAMAGE ALP'S 
STANDING WITHIN AUSTRALIA' SJEWISH COMMUNITY. HOLDING SAID 
THAT HE AND ANUMBER OF HIS ASSOCIATES BELIEVE THAT ALP FED- 
ERAL EXECUTIVE MEMBER WILLIAM HARTLEY, WHO ORGANIZED THE PLO 
VISIT, IS QTE. "ON THE ARAB PAYROLL." END QTE. 
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